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Lodi Winegrape Commission

Meeting Minutes
July 17, 2014
The Lodi Winegrape Commission met on Thursday, July 17, 2014 in the Ballroom at Wine & Roses, 2505 West Turner Road, Lodi, CA 95242.
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Craig Ledbetter at 2:02 pm.

Roll was called. In attendance were Chairman Craig Ledbetter, John Anagnos, Kevin Delu, Robert Lauchland, and Galen Schmiedt. Alternates present were Nick Bokides (serving as Commissioner for Kris Gutierrez) and Todd Williams (serving as Commissioner for Ben Kolber). Others present were Kathy Diaz-Cretu, ex-officio representing the California Department of Food & Agriculture and LDGGA President Amy Blagg. Staff present: Camron King, Executive Director and Stuart Spencer, Program Manager. A quorum was established.

Minutes of the June 19, 2014 meeting were approved on a motion by Delu/Schmiedt (Exhibit A). Motion carried.

Financial Report – The Financial Statement for June 2014 and the 2013-14 FYE were presented and discussed by Treasurer Galen Schmiedt (Exhibit B). On a motion by Bokides/Delu, the financial report and year end statement were accepted by the board.

Allocation of Reserves – Chairman Craig Ledbetter provided an update from the Executive/Finance Committee’s joint meeting to allocate $300,000 remaining from FY 2013-14 to the Reserve Account and $150,000 to the Special Projects Account.  On a motion by Schmiedt/Anagnos the allocations were approved.
Approval of Audit Services – Chairman Craig Ledbetter reported that the Executive and Finance Committees met jointly to consider proposals relative to the annual audit services for the Lodi Winegrape Commission for FY 2013-14.  The committees recommended securing the services of Croce, Sanguinetti and VanderVeen to conduct the financial and compliance audits.  On a motion by Bokides/Williams, the contract was approved.
Chairman’s Report – Chairman Ledbetter reported that the Executive and Finance Committees had met to discuss the items previously reported on. Commissioner Kris Gutierrez was preparing a letter of resignation from the board. Harvest will be starting soon and some issues or areas of concern are being addressed in advance of picking and most all issues are coming back clean for another successful harvest.
Committee Reports:

Executive Committee – nothing further to report
Grower Marketing – no report
Lodi Rules – no report.
Research Education and Communication Committee – Galen Schmiedt provided a recap of the REC committee’s recent meeting which included a motion to approve $10,000 to be spent on securing Grape Pest Management books from UC and work to build workshops around the subject areas included in it.  The committee also discussed the need for better newsletter communication with growers.  The e-mail blasts and information on the grower website is good, but the committee wants to see 4 commission newsletters annually and 2 technical newsletters annually. The committee would also like to see a social/dinner/commission update type event for the grower community following harvest.
Lodi Wine Country Committee –no report
Executive Director’s Report – King discussed a number of items from the monthly report he submitted for the board’s consideration (Exhibit C).
Other Organization Reports:
LDGGA – LDGGA is working on a water seminar for 8/7 at Oak Ridge Winery and Harvest Safety Day on 7/22. Water Curtailments are in effect and growers need to turn their paperwork in. LDGGA is monitoring and engaging in legislation related to: minimum wage increase; ground water regulations and heat illness regulations.
SJFB – The Farm Bureau is working on water issues including curtailment notices that have gone out; weighing in on irrigated lands program with growers having attended a SWRCB meeting; participating in a coalition to fight the delta tunnels; advocating for 2 sheriff ag deputies and trying to get tire and pesticide recycling days.

The board went into closed session at 3:10 pm.
The board reconvened in open session at 3:20 pm with no report.

The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, August 21, 2014 at 2:00 pm.

The meeting was adjourned at 3:21 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Camron King on behalf of

Ben Kolber

Secretary 
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