
Lodi Winegrape Commission

Lodi Wine Country Committee
December 7, 2015 Meeting Minutes
The Lodi Winegrape Commission’s Lodi Wine Country Committee met Monday, November 2, 2015, at 9:00 A.M. at the Lodi Winegrape Commission Conference Room.
The meeting was called to order at 9:02 A.M. 
Roll was called. In attendance were committee members Steve Felten (Klinker Brick Winery), Susan Tipton (Acquiesce Winery & Vineyards), Jeremy Trettevik (Jeremy Wine Co.), David Phillips (Michael David Winery) and Michael McCay (McCay Cellars). Others present were Denise Gage (Oak Farm Vineyards), Kimmberlyn Ogren (Upstream Wines by Watts Winery), Barkley Ogren (Upstream Wines by Watts Winery), Robert Applegate (Acquiesce Winery & Vineyards), Keith Baker (Oak Farm Vineyards) and Jason Freed (Macchia).  Staff present: Sherri Cascaden (Event Coordinator), Camron King (Executive Director), and Jenny Heitman (Marketing and Communications Coordinator). A quorum was established. 
Meeting minutes (Exhibit A) from the November 2, 2015 meeting were reviewed and approved by the committee. Phillips/McCay – carried. 

EVENTS – 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS (ROAD SHOWS) – 
Northwest Food & Wine Festival, Portland (November 14, 2015) –  

The committee briefly discussed the most recent winery road show: Northwest Food & Wine Festival. The following wineries participated at this event:  Michael David Winery, Oak Ridge Winery, Acquiesce Winery & Vineyards, Ironstone Vineyards, Klinker Brick Winery and d’Art Wines. Steve Felton and Susan Tipton recapped the event. Both felt that this is a road show worth attending. The Northwest Food & Wine Festival was added to the 2016 Road Show calendar. An invitation to participate in this event will be emailed and mailed to all Lodi wineries. 
Seattle Food & Wine Experience (February 20-21, 2016) –  

Staff updated the committee with the list of Lodi wineries who were currently committed to participate at the Seattle Food & Wine Experience: Acquiesce, Klinker Brick, Michael David. The committee has paid for 8 tables at this event and staff informed the committee that participation from 5 additional wineries is needed.  An invitation to participate in this event will be emailed again to all wineries. An invitation to participate will also be mailed to all Lodi wineries.
VinDiego (April 2, 2016) –  

Staff updated the committee with the list of Lodi wineries who were currently committed to participate at VinDiego: Jessie’s Grove Winery, Klinker Brick, LangeTwins, Macchia, Michael David Winery, McCay Cellars, Oak Farm Vineyards, Oak Ridge Winery and Peltier Winery. An invitation to participate in this event will be emailed and mailed to all Lodi wineries.
Dress Up Wine Down (May 2016) –  
Staff informed the committee that the date of the Dress Up Wine Down on Cap 2016 event will be on May 7, 2016. An invitation to participate in this event will be emailed and mailed to all Lodi wineries.
Monterey Food & Wine Festival (June 4-5, 2016)

The Monterey Food & Wine Festival was added to the 2016 Road Show calendar. The committee will sponsor table fees for six Lodi wineries.  An invitation to participate in this event will be emailed and mailed to all Lodi wineries.
Aspen Food & Wine Classic (June 17-19, 2016)

Staff informed the committee that due to advertising with Food & Wine magazine, the Commission will once again receive a regional table to pour a variety of Lodi wines. Lodi wineries can begin submitting applications in January. All Lodi wineries will be encouraged to submit an application in January.
CA Wine Festival, Santa Barbara (July 14-16, 2016) –  

An invitation to participate in this event will be emailed and mailed to all Lodi wineries.
Giants WineFest (July/August) –  

Staff informed the committee that the date would be around the months of July or August. Staff is in discussions with the event coordinators and will have additional information at the next meeting. 

5th Annual Farm to Fork (September 2016)
Staff informed the committee that the Handle District has agreed to have a Lodi wine only focus at the 5th Annual Farm to Fork event. The actual date is yet to be determined. An invitation to participate in this event will be emailed and mailed to all Lodi wineries.
OTHER BUSINESS – 
Fall Event – 

The committee held a discussion regarding a 2016 fall event. Staff informed the committee that Sip Savor Lodi is not working. Committee members discussed the possibility of:

1.) Bringing back another event similar to Winter Wine Wander and the First Sip. Both events, attendance wise, were about 1/3 the size of Wine & Chocolate. 
2.) Not having a fall event at all as the community is already inundated with wine events. 

3.) Forming an event in one location that would pair chefs and wineries.

Staff informed the committee that any fall event would require time to execute. The goal of the committee is to decide what the fall event would accomplish and what audience the event would reach. Steve Felton, Committee chair, asked that each committee member weigh the options discussed by the committee and come to the next meeting prepared to make a decision so that staff would have time to execute if a fall event was to happen.
Lodi on the Label event - 

The committee would like to see another Lodi on the Label event outside of the area. Places suggested were Napa and Los Angeles. Charlene Lange, committee member, was not present at meeting to discuss details she researched regarding a Napa event. Susan Tipton, committee member, will email information regarding the venue, The Reef, after the meeting for Commission staff to evaluate and bring to next Lodi Wine Country meeting.  
Budget – 

Staff informed the committee that Lodi Wine Country contributions and the Lodi Wine Country budget are in line with where the Commission should be at this time. 
The next meeting will be held on Monday, January 11 at 9:00 A.M. at the Lodi Winegrape Commission conference room.
The meeting was adjourned at 9:52 A.M.
Steve Felten

Lodi Wine Country Chairman
